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Guven Peter-Martin Witteveen(USA)

/se and Japan Study Program - 2023 summary

“Dream” is the first word to describe the 2023 /se and Japan Study Program
of Kogakkan University and Ise City. The city and jingu have a lot of cultural
significance but it is not common to visit for group tours, journalists, or for
researchers. Imagining a trip to this place is a dream. Coming here is a
dream. Ise is filled with stories, history, and current social changes, too. This
is a city of dreams. The seminar projects online use digital information and
electricity. That is a kind of dream, too.

“Gratitude” is the second word for the program. This is the 9th group and
after 3 years of Covid it is the first group to study, again, at Kogakkan. All
went very well: travel and lodging logistics, seminar design, staff and faculty
and student volunteers(helpers), as well as the content of lectures and field
trips. For one person to learn so much in 20 days is impossible, but the
seminar structure was perfect. We could learn and visit things that most
Japanese and foreign visitors can not do. The biggest impression for me as
cultural anthropologist was the last day’s lecture about the Tea World
(Chado, Cha-no-yu). After six years in Japan and many bowls of tea, this day
was the first time to understand the motenashi spirit of serving others. The
two-day Kumano Excursion was great, too, especially the blessing
ceremonies at each Grand Shrine (Hayatama, Nachi, and Hongu) and the
conversations with the priests. Thanks to our group leaders, all this was
possible. Alone, it would be too hard.

“Sharing” is the third word for the study program. Ancestors shared Ise with
people today. Then Ise City Hall and Kogakkan shared with us. Now is the
time for sharing our words and pictures with people far away and with future
visitors, too. In summary, the /se and Japan Study Program was well planned
and effective. Most of my questions about Shinto and the city and Japan
were answered: personal questions about kam/, professional questions

about Shinto today, and practical questions about how to improve the Study



Program and interest in Ise by outsiders and by Japanese residents, too. The
city is more compact than Japan, but most every research project can be
done here. It is a miniature Japan in one location. Ise, thanks for teaching us.
Guven Witteveen, LINKS to words & pictures at
https://sites.google.com/view/ise2023-links-gpwitteveen



