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Sarthak Kakra(India)

Ise and Grey Power

As the youngest participant in this 9th Ise and Japan study program 2023, |
was very nervous in the beginning but determined to give my part back
through active participation in this program. | already have some knowledge
about Shinto religion, it’'s mythology, rituals etc. And the field work to different
Shrines and Temples in Ise and Kumano city deepened my understanding
about the characteristics of Shinto.

Before coming to Ise, | used to feel that the young Japanese have no interest
in religion and spirituality, and now that | have visited | am somewhat certain.
But what is Ise city and Shinto ?

What is the fuel that runs the biggest pilgrimage of Japan ?

In my opinion, It's the elderly people who are the real fuel who takes care of
this city. From my breakfast in Sanco Inn hotel to the elderly who are taking
care of the last surviving residence of an Onshi. From the bus drivers of Ise
city to the elderly who are still keeping the Traditional Salt making alive. From
the elderly folks in the Kawasaki to the priests of Hananoiwaya. | am certain
that this report is not enough to express my gratitude to everyone. But,
Through my report, | want to thank each and every elderly person who is doing

his/ her best to keep the spirit of Ise alive.



