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Chua Tung Er (Malaysia)

Ise and Japan Study Program 2023

This three-week Ise and Japan Study Programme has provided me the opportunity
to learn about Ise and Japanese culture through lectures and field trips . As
an international student in Japan, I had many opportunities to experience
Japanese culture, seasonal events, homestays and many others, but this was the
first time I had the chance to learn a lot on the theme of Jingu and Shinto. 1
had the opportunity to deepen my understanding of Japanese Shinto, and it was
a good experience for me to experience a study programme that I had never
experienced before. Other than Ise Jingu, I was also able to learn about the
history of the Kogakukan University, Ise literature, the dialect of Ise,
traditional events in Ise, the history of the city and other knowledges
surrounding with the Ise city and Ise Jingu, I think the best past of this
programme was the field trips in the afternoon after lectures lesson in the
morning. I was also had the opportunity to visit not only Ise City but also
Kumano Sanzan (three mountains) in Wakayama Prefecture. It was a very fruitful
and meaningful program although three-week Ise and Japan Study Programme
passed very quickly but I had a very good time in this program.

Apart from lectures and field trips, the interaction sessions with the
student volunteers of Kogakukan University, who helped and guided me a lot
during the field study, and the volunteers of Ise City allowed me to
participating in the local community. It was good to meet and interact with
people from different community and background. Thanks for taking the time to
meet with me.

Finally, I would like to thanks to the organizer for having me in this Ise
and Japan Study Programme. As the situation still remains tricky after the
covid pandemic, I was very thankful to the staffs of International Relations
Office of Kogakukan University for making various arrangements, including
programme planning, even though they workload has increased due to the covid-—
19 countermeasures. This programme was not able to proceed smoothly without
their commitment. I would also like to thank the professors of the Kogakukan
University who gave me lectures, the person in charge at the places that I
have visited and all the participants for their help. Thank you.



