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Archna(India)

I cannot express in words how grateful I am to be a part of the Ise and Japan study program.
It was my dream to visit Ise Jingu which is known as the hometown of the heart of Japanese
people. When I came to know about the Ise and Japan study program, without a second
thought I knew that I would apply for the program, and the day I got the mail of acceptance I
could not help but smile the entire week. I was extremely excited and waiting for February to
go to Ise. In this program, I have had various precious experiences and learned several things
about Ise city and Shinto. There are two universities in Japan that provides the qualification
for Shinto priest, Kogakkan University is one of them. It was an honor to learn about Shinto
at Kogakkan University. [ am extremely grateful to the teachers, staff of the exchange program,
and students of the University. They all are extremely kind and friendly.

Ise is an extremely beautiful city, full of natural, traditional, and cultural things. Ise
pilgrimage has prospered since the Edo era and still so many worshipers visit the Ise shrine
throughout the year. Ise jingu also signifies impermanence, antiquity, and nature. It is a very
peaceful place. When one wants to reconnect with themselves one should visit Ise. It does not
matter how much I try I do not have words to express how wonderful Ise is. If one wants to
feel a pure and calm connection with nature one must visit Ise. I highly recommend everyone

to visit Ise.



