Martyna Gawel(Poland)

The final report Ise and Japan Study Program 2020

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude for inviting me to join Ise and Japan Study
Program, it was a very valuable experience and a chance to get to know Shinto religion, Ise
and Japan better.

The organization and substantive content of the program were at a high level. Despite the
difficult world health situation, we were able to take part safely in each event prepared by
organizers. The plan was well-conceived. The classes focused on various issues regarding
shinto religion, Ise history, Ise tourism and were complemented by engaging study trips.
Participants were supposed to post on their social media about the program and in my opinion,
it is a good way to expand one's knowledge and promote the region itself.

At the end of the program, participants were also supposed to prepare the final presentations.
It could be more helpful though to receive more detailed guidelines beforehand. Also, more
extended free time given to do research and plan presentations would be welcome.
Furthermore, I would like to recommend sending all of the study materials, like presentations
handouts, by e-mail. It would save loads of paper and also a place in the luggage.

The whole program was enriched with a heartwarming atmosphere provided by organizers
and participants, who pretty quickly get on well with each other, being friendly and caring,

especially during this hard time of Coronavirus pandemic.
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