LUK Sau Man(Hong Kong)

Ise and Japan Study Program 2020

| first learnt about the program in 2019. At that time, | was hesitated to apply,
spread the information to my classmates in the MA Japanese studies programme and
encouraged them to join. After that | regretted. My friend came back and told me how
great the program was. When | heard that recruitment of participants for the 2020
program was started, | immediately prepared my documents and applied. Thanks to
the Ise City and Kogakkan University for granting me such an opportunity to participate
in the programme.

The 3 weeks stay in Ise enriched my knowledge and experience. Although | was
in the field of Japanese Studies since my Undergraduate days, there are many things
that I still do not know much about, for example, Shinto, which are difficult to reach in

my home country, or even if | visited Japan.

The schedule was finely arranged. Basically, we had lectures in the morning, and
then went for field trips to related sites after lunch, thus what we learnt in the morning
were reinforced immediately on the same day. A wide variety of topics, from culture
to history, language, etc, are covered. It was impossible to learn everything within 3
weeks. However, things we learnt are more than enough to spark off further studies in
the future.

What | am most grateful for is that | met many wonderful people in Ise. Teachers
in Kogakkan University and experts in museums are all passionate about their fields of
studies. Common people in Ise are always friendly and willing to tell us stories about
the city or even their own lives. Last but not least, members who joined the program
from all over the world are intelligent and caring. The insightful question they asked
brought the lectures to the next level. | am looking forward to meeting them all again
in the future.

Under the threat of 2019 Novel Coronavirus, it was not easy to make the program
success. Here | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Tamada of Kogakkan

University, who had been taking good care of us throughout the program.

Thank you!
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