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It has been my great pleasure and privilege to participate in Kogakkan University’s 2020 Ise and
Japan Study Program. As a PhD student studying Shinto, this study program has been an invaluable
experience. | would heartily recommend graduate students, professors, and independent researchers
interested in learning more about Ise’s distinct characteristics as Japan’s “divine capital.” Over three
short weeks, | have learned a seemingly impossible amount of information about Shinto, the Ise Grand
Shrines, and other significant cultural, historical, and economic dynamics of Ise.

Though | was originally worried that | would not be up to the challenge of a short, but intensive
study program on complex topics delivered in Japanese, all these anxieties shrank away as | became
immersed and energized by what | was seeing, learning, and doing every day. The program was a well-
organized mix of diverse lectures from knowledgable professors who thoughtfully answered our many
questions, as well as field trips to various sites and other experiential activities relevant to what we were
learning in the classroom. From lectures ranging in topic from Ise Grand Shrine’s twenty-year renewal
project and the palace of the saio, to architecture, literature, linguistics, mythology, economics, tourism,
tea ceremony, and material culture, | found that there was so much more to Ise than | had previously
imagined. Outside of our scheduled activities, the other participants and | enjoyed exploring the many
shops and shrines around the city and connecting with local residents.

Studying Shinto in the United States is quite difficult, as | rarely have the opportunity to witness,
let alone participate in, Shinto rituals and interact with Shinto priests. As a result, one particularly
inspiring and thought-provoking part of the program for me was our trip to the ancient capitals of Kyoto
and Nara and our participation in three official Shinto rituals, the seishiki sanpai. After receiving a
tutorial in Shinto rituals from priests in training in Kogakkan’s Shinto department, | was prepared to
notice the many intriguing similarities and differences between the rituals conducted at Yasaka Shrine,
Iwashimizu Hachimangt Shrine, and Kasuga Grand Shrine. Moreover, what | learned from the tours of
the shrine grounds and personal conversations with the priests went so far beyond what | could have
gleaned on my own from reading the signage and pamphlets.

Besides the multifaceted knowledge that | gained, | will forever treasure the friends and
colleagues that | met during the Ise and Japan Study Program. Mr. Tamada, the international exchange
office staff, volunteer guides, lecturers, and local hosts were are incredibly gracious, patient, and
friendly. It was real privilege to be able to share my research on the globalization of Shinto with
professors from Kogakkan, and | look forward to continuing conversations and collaborations with the
university faculty. In just three short weeks, a group of strangers and an alien city became an
international family with Ise as our shared home. We learned, struggled, celebrated, and grew together.
Even in the face of the COVID-19 outbreak, we made the best of our precious time in Ise.

On the whole, | am deeply grateful for the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to really become familiar with

Ise, and | hope that the program will become the first instance of a much longer and deeper
engagement with the city.

A A



2Ty - 74 FY v CKRED

2020 4E [fREA| L HARRZ T 4 7076 REYVE—T

BEMERYD 2020 4F (8] CHAZXZT 4 707 L CSMEE T2 w22 &t fA
iCl o TEREHETLZ,
TITHEICOWTIIRL T3 DT, ETOHEERLMRTL 2, ZHEE L w I FHwiEic, HF5
e OXFEE L ae., B, H#E. S B, 5L BLth Y. R ok A il
R CEE Lz, HH, @BETEITERL, 74—V FRXT 4 LERBREELZEL, 7
BOEAER L LICDNTHL DT EZFVE LT, BT, BIRL T2 X0 biEdicE
MR THLERFHELE LS,

72, PRETHE KA ZKBCARYICLZwEBnE 3, 2 X0 X CHERT A
B2 TER EICHECREHL T,

Lk



