Alexander Evans(USA)

Admittedly, I knew very little about Ise before participating in the program at Kogakkan
University. After three weeks of intensive courses and fieldwork, however, I feel capable of
providing a basic introduction of the area’s historical significance to others. The range of
materials presented during the program was extensive; our daily lectures covered topics such
as the traditional rebuilding of Ise Jingii (shikinen sengii ), the annual schedule of rituals both
large and small, and the unique customs of local residents. On a broader level, the program
was also a rare opportunity to learn more about Shinto. Due in no small part to Kogakkan
University’s status as one of two universities that offer training programs for Shinto priests,
we were able to speak directly with practitioners and experience formal worship (seishiki
sanpai ) at several of the shrines we visited. While it is certainly possible to study the same
material independently, the access provided by the connections of Kogakkan University was
irreplaceable.

In connection with my own research related to Dazaifu Tenmangt in Fukuoka, the program
reinforced the importance of examining a pilgrimage site within its larger context. While the
125 shrines that comprise Ise Jinga are impressive, these sites do not exist in isolation. |
particularly enjoyed learning about Kawasaki, a port town known as the “Kitchen of Ise,”
which served as a shipping hub for all the commodities needed to fuel a thriving pilgrimage
industry during the Edo period (1603-1868). Similarly, it was also interesting to learn about
the history of Kongosho-ji, a Buddhist temple on Mt. Asama, which protects Ise Jinga from
the northeast. Before the start of the program, I had assumed that most of the content would
focus strictly on Ise Jinga, but I was pleasantly surprised by the large number of unexpected
connections to my own area of study.

I am grateful to have had this opportunity and would like to express my gratitude once again
to faculty, staff, and student volunteers at Kogakkan University, as well as staff at the Ise City
Government. This year’s program likely presented new logistical challenges with the spread
of COVID-19, but university staff worked tirelessly to ensure the safety of participants. I
highly recommend the program to any graduate student interested in the history, culture,

religion, art, or literature of Japan.
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