Nina Zdanovic (Lithuania)

2021 Ise and Japan Study Program Final Report

Despite of the global situation with COVID-19 and the challenges it brought to organization and
implementation of Ise and Japan Study program 2021, | was lucky enough to become a part of it. This year
the program was shortened for two weeks, and only graduate students currently residing in Japan were able
to apply. | felt that having a smaller group of people was in fact, an advantage, because we all had a chance
to bond during lectures, fieldwork, and free time in the evenings.

The faculty of Kogakkan University were very knowledgeable and passionate about their subjects,
and their feelings were completely contagious. We had a variety of lectures about history, culture and social
life of Ise, as well as more theoretical Shinto-related classes. | really liked the fact that first we heard the
lecture on a certain topic, and then either on the same, or on the next day we would go for a fieldwork to see
with our own eyes things that we have been studying in the classroom. The staff took great care of us, very
attentive and welcoming. Two times we had a sudden change of the plans because of bad weather, and | feel
like everything was handled very smoothly.

The tradition of Shikinen Sengu, a ritual reconstruction of all the shrines in Ise Jingu, that happens
once every twenty years, left a big impression on me, especially after | learnt that even bridges on the
territory of the 125 shrine complex is being rebuilt just next to the previous one. Another tradition that |
found extremely interesting was the dispatch of the imperial princess to Ise as the representative of the
Emperor, and who would serve there for several years by worshipping Amaterasu.

I am extremely grateful for this once in a lifetime opportunity provided by Kogakkan University and
Ise City government. They took great care of us during these difficult times, and | believe many young

researchers interested in Japanese culture would benefit immensely from the program.
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