F a2 UAT —ay « JOx 7

Chun Wai Aaron Kwok 3% 2 32 (f1[H)

g

Report on the “Ise and Japan” Study Program

| am so grateful for Kogakkan University for granting me this valuable opportunity to participate
in the Ise and Japan Study Program. | have always wanted to study abroad in Japan, so when | was
informed about this study program, | decided to apply it without hesitation. Japan history and mythology
IS my most interested field, hence, my previous research topic was about the political significance of the
Kojiki in the past. The Kojiki is closely tied with Shinto, and Ise has been regarded as a significant
location of Shinto, which makes me looking forward to the study program even more. | have been
travelling to Japan for a couple of times, yet, | have never been to Ise. | hoped, through this chance, |
could learn more about Shinto and the Kojiki, at the same time enjoying my time in this new unvisited

place in Japan.

In three weeks’ time, we had lessons on the history of Ise and Ise Jingu, language of Ise, and
more. It was far beyond my expectations that the program included so many aspects rather than limiting
to the religious perspective, | could have a more thorough understanding of Ise. The program also
allowed me to experience what usual tourists could not, such as dressing in the uniform of a Shinto
priest, visiting the timber factory that prepares the timber for Ise Jingu, et cetera. | like the arrangement
by Kogakkan University very much, with a balance in lectures and field trips, making the lessons more
lively and anticipating. We even had a study tour to Kyoto and Nara, allowing me to revisit my favourite

places in Japan, as well as knowing more about the relationship among the three places.

What | enjoyed most was not the lessons nor the field trips, instead, it was the opportunity the
meet so many great people. | am thankful for the student staff that assisted us throughout the trip. I am

glad that I could have the opportunity to communicate with people who devoted so much time to Shinto,



Ise Jingu and Ise. Most importantly, 1 am grateful that there were many supportive teachers from
Kogakkan University, explaining everything to us patiently. And of course, | am pleased to know my
tour mates that had been accompanying me the whole trip. It was a rare occasion that we could share the

views and opinions on a similar interest field with people of different cultural background.

In short, | have learnt a lot from the study program, | enjoyed the lessons very much. It was
surely an experience that | would never forget. Ise is defintely a place that |1 am revisiting in the near

future.
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