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Ise, as the “heart of Japan”, is a peaceful place where gives people a feeling of security when comparing to

urbanized towns. Instead of shopping malls and amusement parks, | was many times healed by the natural

environment in Ise, since this city is perfectly blessed by the sea and surrounded by nature beauty where

one could spend a day just staying and looking at the scenery. Finally, | understand why the Japanese

people regard this city as their “hometown of Japan”.

The three weeks spent in Ise was very impressive and fruitful. What this study program provided was not

only to enhance our knowledge but also various kinds of field studies. After the introduction of the history,

culture and geography of the prefecture during lectures, we had the opportunities to actually see the things

that we learnt about with our own eyes. The most impressive moment in this study program were the field

trips to wood construction factory and Mishiodono jinja. | was incredibly impressed by the preservation of

cultural heritage for the purpose of worshiping the gods. Thanks to this study program, we were permitted to

visit sacred places which were normally not opened to the public, such as the Ise washi factory and the

sanctuary of Kongosho-ji on Mount Asama.

The irreplaceable element in these three weeks was the people | met in the program. | was able to learn

things from the other participants outside the classroom because of our rich variety of specialities and

personalities. Most importantly, the program could not have been that fruitful and effective without

Tamadasan’s devotion, who was taking care of us like father does. Thanks to the support and teaching of all

the kind professors, students in the Kogakkan University and the passionate staff from the Ise City’s tourism

organization, | will never forget the wonderful memory in Ise.
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