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I am so grateful I had opportunity to participate in “Ise and Japan study program”. As the
main aims of the program is promotion of Ise and Shinto all over the world, due to this program
we learned about Shinto more, than, it seems to me, we could learn anywhere. The program was
very intensive, versatile and interesting.

| like the way our day was scheduled: we had lectures about Shinto, history, traditions,
celebrations and many other things in the morning, then after dinner we had excursions, where
we could see and experience learned things themselves. More over, after that we had some free
time to visit places we wanted

I shall never forget tea ceremony, Ise Jingu matsuri ritual, where we also were dressed
like the real participants, making wagashi and other experiences that impress you and your
readers. When 1 returned home my friends and colleagues told me they enjoyed the photos much,
I feel so proud. It’s a great honour and pleasure to write about Ise, Shinto and Japan on the whole.

Ise is in the list of Japan’s special cities, and it is not by accident. Ise is home to Ise
Grand shrine, the most sacred Shinto shrine in Japan, and is thus a very popular destination for
tourists. The city has a long-standing title — Shinto (##4f) — that roughly means “The Holy City"
and literally means "Capital of the Kami". Most of the city is within the geographic limits of Ise-
Shima National Park.

Among the greatest places we have visited is, of course, the Ise Grand Shrine, the Inner
and Outer Shrines, that impresses you with its glory, ancient history and beautiful landscapes all
around; Sea paradise, where we could see and interact with many marine animals and have
unforgettable dinner at the Pacific ocean. We also had a splendid opportunity to go to Kyoto and
Nara and pay a visit to shrines and temples there.

In short, Ise is a very special place to visit. Due to its sacred shrines, ancient culture,
holy atmosphere, its mild climate, beautiful nature, favourable geographical position by the
Pacific ocean. It’s also close to Nagoya, Nara, Kyoto, Osaka. There are plenty of places worth to
see in Ise and cities near it. | hope, our Ukrainian tourists will come to Ise too, as Ukraine has a
high interest in Japan.

Participants from 14 countries took part in this program this year. There were also many
teaches and Japanese volunteers, who were with us all this time. Thank everybody for your care
and support. I hope | will keep in touch with all friends I met in Ise.

It is a wonderful program, deep knowledge and invaluable experience, | have ever had.
Thank you so much!


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shinto_shrine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kami
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ise-Shima_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ise-Shima_National_Park
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