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The three weeks I’ve spent in Japan this spring as part of the Ise and Japan Study Program
2018 have been wonderful and more than anything, extremely useful in my understanding of what
Shinto is. It was my second time in Japan, so | cannot say | experienced an actual culture shock, but
I can say for sure that | was really impressed with the way this whole program was organised.

After the courses we had in the first half of the day, which introduced us in the history and
geography of the region, we had the possibility to actually see with our own eyes all those things we
learned about. It was the first time in my life when | experienced this type of teaching, which |
consider to be very efficient. More than that, 1 was even more impressed by the fact that we could
experience things not necessarily related to Shintoism and the Ise Shrine, such as learning how to
make kamaboko or visiting the Aquarium, things which extended our knowledge about Japan in
general and which allowed us to take a short break from studying, making us feel good at the same
time.

The jinjas we visited in Ise, Kyoto and Nara, the Asama Mountain, Saikd’s reconstructed
site and its interesting museum, Futami Ura, the Asakichi Ryokan, the historical side of the city, the
Southern port, the washi factory, the several museums we got to see even though they were not
necessarily open to other people, which made us feel really privileged, even the small monuments
on the side of the road of which we had a complex description made by our very energetic professor,
Okada sensel, all of these left a deep impression on me, who didn’t know much about Ise and about
Shintoism in general. I want to mention that I’ve come back home, to Romania being very
motivated to spread the word about this wonderful place and to continue my Japanese studies and
research and to extend my knowledge in this field and the main reason for that is the three
wonderful weeks I’ve spent in Japan this spring.

I would like to end this report by saying thank you to all the people who made this
programme a reality and who supported us the whole time. Thank you for the financial support, for
the wonderful lessons, for taking very good care of us the whole time we spent in Japan. Thanks to
you, people, I learned a lot and made many, many dear friends I will never forget.
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