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The Ise-Japan study program gave me an amazing opportunity to broaden my knowledge about history and
culture of Ise City and Mie Prefecture. This intensive three-weeks program also provided me a great chance to get
more information on practice of Shinto from cultural, historical and local perspectives.

Since Ise is home to Grand Shrine of Ise, the most sacred shinto shrines in Japan, it is not surprising that
important part of the program was related to phenomenom of Ise Jingu. In my opinion, this program is the best
choice for those who want to know as much as possible about Shinto in relatively short period of three weeks.
Although there might be voices saying that the program is something like Shinto ,propaganda”, | totally disagree
with it. It is obvious that the program is only trying to emphasize irrecoverable and inherent position of Shinto in
Japanese culture and society from ancient times till nowdays.

Whole three weeks were perfectly organized — Kogakkan University prepared many interesting lectures on
wide scale of topics. Lectures were taken seriously, and conducted in the proper way, often followed by sightseeing
trips on which all new learned information were put in context. | think it’s one of the best pragmatic way of teaching
knowledge. | have experienced many great moments not only in the Shinto shrines, but also in the historic parts of
the city where we were taken by local guides.

Since the whole program has offered me interesting lectures and sightseeing trips almost on daily basis, it is
almost impossible to pick up some negative points. Now, my intention is to incorporate information | have learned
during the program into my future lectures on Japanese culture and religion. | am grateful for being able to
participate in this program, if | compare it with my previous visits in Japan, this time it was definitely the best spend

stay ever. Thank you!
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