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It was my pleasure and great honor to be invited to Ise and Japan Study Program. Time flies, and
thanks to this precious program, I had wonderful 3 weeks here. First and foremost, I would like to show
my sincere appreciation to all of the staff in Kogakkan University and Ise city who supported us these

days.

This is the fifth year since I became to learn Japanese. I have been practicing Japanese language
every day and trying to learn more about Japanese culture by watching drama series and variety shows.
Sometimes when I looked back to what I have done and devoted to these years, I feel really surprised
since I never expected I would come this far. Nevertheless, there were times that the more I learned
about Japan, the more I forgot how I was moved by this beautiful country for the first time. Just before
this program, I was at a loss which way I should choose after graduation. Then when I arrived at the

land of Ise city, I was totally healed by the peaceful scenery and lovely people here.

Before I came to Ise, I did not often speak Japanese for half a year in London. I was worried about
various things such as what kind of place Ise is, whether I can speak Japanese properly and whether I
can make new friends. Fortunately, I enjoyed my lectures at university and the visits to different places

around Ise with all the participants in our program.

It is often said that Ise is a place where you can discover “the spirit of Japanese people”, so I
think this programwill be a valuable experience to scholars doing research on Japanese culture or students
studying Japanese language. My research interest mainly focuses on Japanese premodern literature in Edo
period, and now I am particularly studying Japanese Ydkai, which rooted in the inner world of Japanese
people since ancient times. During my stay in Ise, I was so delighted to be able to rediscover my research

interest through not only the lectures at Kogakkan University but also what I saw and felt in the visits.

For the past three weeks, we posted a lot of photos about Ise and wrote our experience in this program
on Facebook and Instagram every day. Since I have been obsessed with photographing, I tried hard with
the desire to inform more and more people about the charm of Ise. And through these daily things of reviewing,
I was deeply moved by the beautifulness of Japan. What I could only see in Ise and what I could only

feel in Ise have become a wonderful memory of my life that I will never forget

Every time I came to Japan, the most frequently asked question is “What do you like about Japan?”
It is a question that can be answered quite quickly for beginners who are learning Japanese. However,

it is actually a very difficult question for me. It is already ten years ago that I first became keen



on Japan language and cultures. It is not an exaggeration to say that the word of ”“Japan” is part of my
life, the driving force for my study, and Japan already became my second home country. Therefore, there

are so many favorite aspects about Japan that I could hardly answer that question in a short time.

I will complete my master’ s degree in UK this September. Since I am going to head to an important
turning point in my life, I would like to take advantage of the valuable knowledge I learned in this
Ise and Japan Study Program. What is more, I am looking forward to seeing all of our members in this

program again one day in the future
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