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“Ise” and Japan Study Program Report

The “Ise” and Japan Study Program held from February-March 2017 was a very well organized three week program.
The three most important aspects of the program for me were attending lectures by Japanese Shintd scholars; visiting the
Naiki, Gekd, and secondary shrines; and collaborating with Japanese studies scholars from around the world. | teach
Introduction to Japanese Culture so these three points will better prepare me to teach my students about Japanese culture.

My native language is English, so I have read a lot about Shinto in English by non-Japanese scholars. However hearing
the lectures by Kogakkan University Shintd scholars was a very valuable experience. The professors at Kogakkan
University are more authoritative in their field than most non-Japanese scholars. I learned so much from them.

I have read a lot about the Naikii, Geki, and about how they are rebuilt every 20 years. However the image that I had
in my mind about things like how close they were to each other and how big they were was very different than the real thing.
I was so surprised when we actually visited the Naikd. I had no idea that there were so many small shrines around it and that
the Gekii was so far—I thought that they were right next to each other! Also, I had no idea that the Naikii and Geka were
shrine complexes. | thought they were just two individual shrines, but in fact there are shrines located in 125 locations.
Physically experiencing Ise Jingta was really important for me to be able to understand Ise Jinga.

The other participants on the program were very impressive. Each one of them had a different specialty. My specialty
is literature, so | was able to learn things from the other participants that will help my studies. In the future when | write or
do a presentation about Shinto and Ise | will ask them to collaborate with me.

Since | am an educator, participating in this program was very valuable to me. Now | understand so much about Shinto
and Ise that I can teach to my students. I think my students will enjoy my class more and be more interested in Japanese

culture because of this program.
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