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“Ise” and Japan Study Program Report

The Ise and Japan Study Program offers international graduate students an unparalleled
opportunity to deepen their understanding of the history of Ise, learn about Shinto ritual practices
and beliefs, and network with professors at Kogakkan University and graduate students from
across Europe. While the lectures covered a wide array of topics from annual rituals performed at
Ise Shrine to the historic industries and trades of salt production and boat-manufacturing in the
region, many discussions repeatedly converged around the theme of Buddhist and Shinto
syncretism. For example, Professor Fukatsu examined waka poetry describing kami as local
manifestations of Buddhist deities while Professor Sakurai discussed the fundraising activities of
Buddhist nuns at Keikdin convent who reconstructed Ise Shrine during the Sengoku and early
Edo periods. Since my main objective for participating in the program was to explore this
complementary relationship between Buddhist and Shinto institutions in pre-modern Japan, |
focused my final presentation topic on the Keikoin convent and the nuns’ methods of soliciting
donations for Ise Shrine. While the lectures explored the history of Ise, the tours extended my
knowledge of contemporary Shinto beliefs, customs, and practices throughout Japan. At the
Yamatohime-no-miya Shrine, we were educated on the proper methods of purification and
veneration. Shinto priests also conducted private tours for us at Yasaka Shrine in Kyoto and
Kasuga Shrine in Nara. These visits gave us the exceptional chance to converse with Shinto
priests about their beliefs and reasons for entering the priesthood and showed us how Shinto
practices have evolved through time.

Finally, while the Kogakkan University professors and staff make up the heart of the Ise and
Japan Study Program, this program would be lacking without the camaraderie among the
fourteen participants. There are not many situations where graduate students from eleven
different countries can come together to learn, to share their research, and to debate their ideas.
Especially coming from the United States, there are few opportunities for me to travel to Europe
and meet my European colleagues. | am thankful not only for the chance to learn more about
Buddhist-Shinto syncretism and contemporary Japanese religious practices, but am truly grateful
that the Ise and Japan Study Program functions as a platform for collaboration, communication,
and exchange among the new and future scholars of Japanese art, culture, and history from
around the world.
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