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Ise and Japan study program report

The Ise and Japan study program has been a very rewarding experience. Even though
three weeks is a relatively short time span, I was able to learn a lot. Before
participating in this program, even though I was interested in Japanese religion, I felt
like I did not really understand it. After this program, I feel like I have come to
understand the religious Japanese landscape better. During the program my interest
has been drawn strongly to the syncretism of Buddhism and Shinto. At mount

Asama, this syncretism is clearly visible. This was one of my personal favorite fieldtrips!
Besides learning a lot and deepening knowledge of not only Shinto, Ise and other
aspects of Japanese culture, the ways and methods of learning were very diverse. We
followed lectures, workshops and fieldtrips and as a result there was never a dull day
during the program.

This year we were with 14 participants in total. It is a international program, which
enables you to come in contact with people from different countries and cultures.
Besides being very interesting, this is a lot of fun. I have made many wonderful
memories with the people I have met, and have made dear friends.

I am very grateful to have been given this opportunity, and would like to thank everyone
involved in the program. My special heartfelt gratitude goes out to Tamada-san. I

warmly recommended the program to anyone interested in Japanese culture.
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