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Although the Ise and Japan Study Program primarily seeks to deepen understandings of
Japan, particularly Ise, on an international scale, the various lectures and tours that constitute the
program are secondary to its most valuable strength: the people. The representatives of the city
of Ise and the Kogakkan University staff, professors, and volunteers who made this program
possible came together to create a welcoming environment where participants were encouraged
to learn and share with one another their experiences inside and outside of Japan through their
mutual appreciation of Ise and Japan’s profound history.

This program was an invaluable opportunity not only for participants to engage Japan
from a fresh perspective and learn from a variety of Japanese people, but also to communicate
their unique experiences in their home countries to other international graduate students. Without
participating in large European conferences or conferences within Japan, it is difficult for those
of us who are U.S.-based to find opportunities to learn about how graduate students and
researchers outside of U.S. and Japan learn and teach Japanese Studies. In this sense, the
international nature of our shared experiences in the Ise program took on an even greater level of
exchange and communication that was extremely valuable. The academic and personal
connections we made to other people, ranging from young college student volunteers and tenured
professors to Ise city board members and international graduate students, are bonds that we will
continue to nurture. We are incredibly grateful to have been provided this opportunity by the city
of Ise and Kogakkan University, and treasure both the knowledge we received and the wonderful
community we were able to become a part of.
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