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Ise study program wasn’t my first experience with Japan, so far | have come to Japan
as a tourist, then to learn language, after that I took part in volunteer program. However, this
was my first time and first opportunity to experience how studying in Japan actually feels like,
how it is to take part in various lectures being told only in Japanese. It was great to hear all
those teachings, and many more, which so far | have learned only at my university from this
different perspective, being told in very different manner, although content of the lectures was
very similar. Sometimes | found myself not understanding everything, but all of the professors
were always glad to hear questions, and were ready to patiently explain anything that was
unclear. There were also very helpful in case when some of the participants had questions
about different matters such as their own research, not always connected with the program
itself.

What was the greatest about Ise study program was, not only lectures, but all of the
various trips organized for participants. Starting from the most obvious places like Naiku and
Geku, through the little less known Buddhist temple Kongoshoji, finishing at many beautiful
houses with very long history and traditions which | was able to see only because of this
program. City of Ise is full of such mysteries, which are really hard to discover on your own,
but when you achieve that it gives a lot of satisfaction. I’'m very grateful to all professors and
Japanese volunteers for unrevealing those secrets and sharing them with the participants of Ise
study program.

The three week program was not only a great academic experience, but also an
example of international exchange, so important this days. It was a mutual experience where
both sides were equally learning from each other. | have enriched my knowledge about Ise
city and Shinto, but what’s even more important about Japanese people and their culture too.

There are many wonderful places in Japan and Ise is definitely one worth coming to.
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