M8 LRARXRZT 4 Tu 55 UR—Fh

Nathan Woolley
APy o =Y —
(FA—AFZV7)

The Ise-Japan Study program was an opportunity to study the history of the Grand
Shrines in Ise and their place in local society and Japanese history more generally.
Due to its ties to modern Shinto practice, Kogakkan University is an institution
uniquely placed to teach about how the shrines are understood in modern Japanese
scholarship. Material concerning Saikl, Oshiodono—jinja and auxiliary shrines
provided a broader perspective on the rituals of the Grand Shrines in relation to
the Ise region. Due to the breadth of expertise among the academics delivering
lecturers as part of the program, Japanese religious practice was also placed in the
context of material culture and historical change in local society and economic
development. The field study allowed students to gain a better understanding of the
content of the lectures by seeing sites and objects in their geographical context.
Visits to Kawaskai, Furuichi, Kamiyashiro port and Ominato were an opportunity to
see how the proximity of the Grand Shrines impacted on local society. The visit to
Maruoka Villa demonstrated the various roles played by onshi in local society.
Visits to local museums and sites in Ise also made apparent the efforts of local
people as well as the staff and students of Kogakkan University to preserve sites of
historical interest. Furthermore, the explanations by practicing Shinto priests
working in the university and at Yasaka and Kasuga Shrines were an opportunity to

see how religious practice related to social context.
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