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Organized by the Kogakkan University in Ise city, the *’Ise to nihon Program’
intended to share, with foreginers, the knowlegde of japanese professionals regarding
Shinto, and famous places of great importance for this japanese belief. Three intensive
weeks resulted in a unique experience, with a big variety of different contents.

From interesting classes to open-wide areas filled with precious remnants of japanese
history, the program was able to enhance the knowledge of the western students, giving
them an entire new perception towards the Shinto belief. It was surprising to see how
extended the program was. Ise has a lot of places that are known for their history
importance, and it was remarkable that a visit, to most of these places, was included
within the entire program. From the Naiku and the Geku to the far Shrines of Nara and
Kyoto, there was a lot of information and opportunities provided.

Not only the classes and the tours, but also the demonstrations that the program
offered, like the tea ceremony and the Noh teather. They were very rich experiences
because it allows everyone to participate in them, to learn and to appreciate its true
meaning.

Besides the learning content, the program was also responsible for the students food,
accomodations and transportation, which was managed very well. The accomodation at
the Kogakkan kaikan was set in a very cozy and safe envoirment, filled with friendly
people.

In conclusion, the Ise to Nihon Program was very well organized and the intention of
showing, to foreigners, the Shinto history, belief and customs was highly accomplished.
The japanese traditional culture tries to preserve itself, to mantain its own identity, and
that was something very visible during those three weeks. Anyone interested in
Japanese traditional culture should have a chance to experience something like this; a

very rich and unique experience, like no other.

By: Diogo Miguel Carvalho Ramos, from PORTUGAL.
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